
 

Welcome to 

      Thank you to the parents who made it to Parent-Teacher Interviews  yesterday and 

today. We understand it is not easy to add another commitment to your evening. If you were 

unable to make it to interviews, I would encourage you to email your child’s teacher, set up 

a meeting or a phone call. The more we can work together, the more your child and their 

learning will benefit. As well, never feel you have to wait for interview evenings to ask  

questions or share information.  Having your input can help us to understand them and sup-

port your children.   

 Our book fair was a huge success. Thank you to Mrs. Webster for all her work making 

sure all our students had a chance to book shop and make suggestions for the library. Thank 

you also to the parents for supporting reading and our school. 

 In order to reach and support families in need during the Christmas Season, Derek 

Taylor School has decided to collect and make donations to the Salvation Army Food Bank. If 

you would like to send something for the food bank, each class will be collecting until   

Tuesday, December 20th.  

      Only 15 more school days until Christmas Break!  

          Mrs. Janice Barrett, Vice Principal 

D ER EK  T A YL OR  P U B L I C  S C H OO L  
7321-104A Street 

Grande Prairie, Alberta 

T8W 0E9 

Phone: 780 - 357 - 9174 

Website: www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/derektaylor  

D E R E K  TAY L O R   

P U B L I C  S C H O O L  
N o v e m b e r  3 0 ,  2 0 1 6  

 

 

Volume 1, Issue 4 



Pre-School  

Miss Briggs’ pre-school classes are 

superheroes! They made pictures 

and masks. These adorable super- 

heroes were also 

spotted parading 

through the office!  

Mrs. Radench’s pre-school classes 

have been just as busy! They have 

been going to gym, painting and even 

working on cutting skills! 



E.C.S 

1H 
1H has worked very hard and earned their class a        

pajama day! Everyone was so proud to show me their 

cozy pajama’s and cuddly stuffies!   

During calendar this week we talked 

about the four seasons and took 

turns sharing our favourite seasonal 

activities, such as building sandcas-

tles. Next, we read a book called 

“So Much Snow!” by Robert     

Munsch and came up with a great 

idea...SNOWCASTLES!   



1N 

2A        
2A has been working 

on bat research for their 

Creepy Crawly Critters 

unit in science.  They 

have also been practic-

ing expository writing 

in language arts.  

 Mrs. Noskey’s grade one class also celebrated with a pajama 

day! Don’t they look cozy and ready to curl up wit a good 

book! What a great way to spend part of a Friday morning! 



2M 

3D 

This month in 2M we were batty for bats by study-

ing Canada's Little Brown Bat.   Did you know the 

little brown bat can eat 600 mosquitoes in one 

hour?  Or that it migrates before hibernating for the 

winter?   

I ‘flew by’ Ms. Deditch’s class 

while they were working on 

scientific colourings of the 

painted lady butterfly. She was 

very proud of them, as they 

had each demonstrated an un-

derstanding of a complete 

metamorphosis life cycle.  

Well done grade three! 



3L 

4S 

Ms. Lowen’s grade 

three class enjoyed their   

library time during their  

pajama day.  

The grade fours made some    

beautiful 

snow  

paintings in 

art class.  



4/5M 

5D 

Students in 5D were writing 

about magical objects. They 

were using their imagina-

tions and five senses to im-

prove their writing. Students 

then had a chance to read 

and check each 

other’s writing.  

4/5 M has been working on 

paragraph writing with the  

Four Square Writing Method. 

Students are brainstorming 

and adding detail. 



6K 

7P 

On November 22, 

Brooke Mackenzie from 

Weyerhaeuser came to 

speak to 6K about “tree 

cookies” and the forest 

industry.  This session 

was a review of a seg-

ment of the “Trees and 

Forests” unit.  

The grade seven class is  learning about Heat and Temperature. 

Students are experimenting to determine which metal is the best 

conductor.  



8A 

8W 
In Math 8, we are learning about ratios and proportions.  

In our introductory lessons students designed boxes of 

chips using their own            

preferences and that of their 

classmates.   

The grade 8's are studying properties 

of matter.  Today we were examining 

the relationship between temperature 

and solubility. They also explored fac-

tors that effect dissolving rates. 



ISC-J 

ISC-B 
Miss Beaudoin’s class was 

busy working on math 

problem solving and    

reading comprehension.  

Ms. Johnston's class has been working on communicating to 

their team members! Passing to one another, defending their 

nets, and moving to open spaces. They practiced these skills on 

scooters for fun and transferred them to floor hockey too.  



DEREK TAYLOR PUBLIC  SCHOOL  

Basketball 
The junior high basketball 

teams had fun doing some 

team  building activities 

after practice.  



Remembrance Day  

Students, staff and parents participated in a beautiful 

and meaningful Remembrance Day Assembly. We 

were so proud of all of our students. They were re-

spectful and quiet the whole time. The grade three 

classes, the choir, and the grade one and two classes 

all performed exquisitely. Our student cadets, 

R.C.M.P Constable Lee as well as guest trumpet 

player, Paul Schulte, helped complete the moment.  



DEREK TAYLOR PUBLIC  SCHOOL  

 

Cheques this year will need to be made out 
to Trisha Duby. 

PATHS IN OUR SCHOOL 

Control Signals Poster 

 

All feelings are OK!  It is what we do 

with those feelings that can be good or 

bad.  Uncomfortable feelings like sad, mad, frustrated, 

disappointed, scared are things that we sometimes feel. 

The important thing is to help our students choose posi-

tive ways to  express or show their feelings. Positive 

ways to express uncomfortable feelings might be to talk 

to someone, take deep breaths to calm down, take a 

break from the situation, ask for help…  In our PATHS 

lessons and throughout the day, we talk about how to 

handle uncomfortable feelings by using the control sig-

nals poster.  Ask your child to show you the three steps 

of Red, Yellow and Green! 

PATHS IN OUR SCHOOL 

PATHS Kid for the Day 

 

Parents…have you noticed your chil-

dren complimenting you and others more? Has your 

child brought home a compliment list from school?  

During PATHS time, one child is chosen to be our 

PATHS Kid of the Day. He/she may have a special job 

to do within the class. During PATHS time, the class 

gives compliments to the PATHS Kid of the Day.  Chil-

dren are learning how to give a compliment and how to 

receive a compliment.  Giving compliments helps build 

self-esteem in our students by pointing out their accom-

plishments and positive things that they do.  We notice 

that the children try harder to make good choices and 

are proud of their skills! 



Derek Taylor 

Christmas Concert 
Tuesday, December 13 

 7:00 PM – 8:00 pm 

 Doors open at 6:30 pm 

 G.P. Alliance Church, 15502 – 102nd street 

 

 We invite all parents/guardians and    
family to our 2016 Christmas Concert.  The 
concert will be filled with performances by all 
our grades and some performances with mixed 
grades.  We ask that parents please try and stay 
for the entire performance as all kindergarten to 
grade 8 students will be involved in the grand 
finale and it allows students to enjoy the efforts 
of their peers.    During the concert students 
will be seated at the front of the church with 
their class and teacher. 
    

Please feel free to contact us with any                  
questions.   780-357-9174 


